CONCLUSION
In the earliest days of his community activity, man should have discovered his identity
and affiliation with his own close circle of family. In due course, wider parametres, based on
area of residence, kith and kin, clan, faith and speech, would have claimed his affiliation and
gave him an identity and sense of belonging. Of these, language and the culture transmitted
through the language seem to have emerged as more powerful than the others.
In Andhra Pradesh, the language is Telugu. In the course of its development this language
has assimilated innumerable linguistic traits - primitive, medieval and modern. The earliest
known Andhra empire was Dravidian in 'origin but by adoption it was Aryan. As it once
spread far and wide in the country, it came into contact with many languages. Similarly, the
rich and comfortable life provided by this riparian territory attracted several foreigners during
its early historical period and thereby was enriched by a variety of languages and cultural
streams. Estuaries of the major rivers of this land facilitated the people to travel by sea and
establish cultural linkages with southeast Asian countries. It resulted in cultural advancement
and colonization in those countries.
It is an admitted fact that the country lying to the south of the Vlndhyas hardly received
adequate attention from historiographers while studying aspects of society formation, social
laws, cultural activities and associated developments. An appraisal of the contribution of the
south to the Indian panorama Is quite an essential aspect in order to analyse and assess the
richness of Indian culture.
Andhra Pradesh, which is geographically situated in the centre of the country, had witnessed
an inflow of three cultural streams, each of which brought distinct characteristics and together
created a mosaic of civilisation composite In quality,
The north-eastern stream of cultural Inflow is associated with innumerable ancient tribes,
who, pushed by aggressors, moved in a south-west direction and gradually settled down on
either side of the Qodavari. This stream brought in what was best from the Qangetic valley
and the sub-Himalayan region.
The second stream was from the north-west and it took a deep root in the Krishna valley,
At this juncture, it may be difficult to identify the characteristics and cultural traiti that flowed
into Andhra Pradesh from these two directions. However, the Satavahanas, who founded the
first known empire here are associated with the north-western stream of cultural flow.
The third stream was from the lower south-eastern tracts and it provided a strong basis
for the edifice of South-Indian culture shared by the state.